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Robert Kangas, Pine River  Board of Commissioners    
Erick Hedren, Hackensack  Municipalities 
William Bliss, Longville  Town Boards 
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Rosemary Franzen, Baxter  Board of Commissioners 
Brian Lehman, Nisswa  Municipalities 
Mark Platta, Brainerd  Town Boards 
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Tom Wenzel, Little Falls  Board of Commissioners 
Cathy Van Risseghem, Little Falls  Municipalities 
Paul Nieman Jr., Little Falls  Town Boards 
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Mark Blessing, Staples  Board of Commissioners 
Luke Mitchell, Hewitt  Municipalities 
Alan Perish, Browerville  Town Boards 
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Dave Schermerhorn, Wadena  Board of Commissioners 
Jeanette Baymler, Wadena  Municipalities 
William Kern, Verndale  Town Boards 
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Lucy Nesheim, Brainerd  City of Brainerd 
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Gene Young, Little Falls  Little Falls Area COG 
Delina White  Leech Lake Tribal Council 
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���
Judith Taves, Wadena  School Board Representative 
Douglas Hamilton, Pillager  School Board Representative 
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Robert Becker, Pine River  Soil & Water Conservation District
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1st Row: Mark Blessing, William Kern, Jeanette Baymler Lucy Nesheim, Erick 
Hedren 
2nd Row: Douglas Hamilton, Robert Becker, Tom Wenzel, Delina White, Brian 
Lehman 
3rd Row: Mark Platta, Robert Kangas, Paul Nieman Jr, William Bliss, Alan Perish 
 
Not Pictured: Judith Taves, Dave Schemerhorn, Luke Mitchell, Rosemary 
Franzen, Cathy Van Risseghem 
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Gene Young, Chairperson                             Robert Becker, Director 
William Kern, Director                                    Tom Wenzel, Director 
Jeanette Baymler, Vice-Chairperson              Lucy Nesheim, Secretary     

            Alan Perish, Treasurer                                    Erick Hedren, Director         
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     Cheryal Hills, Executive Director 
     Melissa Saarela, Finance Officer 
     Amber McGrath, Office Specialist 
     Lucille Koval , Senior Works 
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 Chris Etzler, Transportation Director 
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Neil Linscheid,  

 Economic Development Director 
 
 Anne Hanson,  
 Economic Development Assistant 

        

 
Back row: Neil, Amber, Melissa Cheryal, Chris. 
Front: Lucille, Ann.
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The mission of Region Five Development Commission is to provide 
high quality, professional planning and development services 

through collaboration, assistance, and coordination with local units 
of government, organizations, and citizens. 

Our principal objective is to enhance the vitality and quality of life 
in Cass, Crow Wing, Morrison, Todd, and Wadena Counties. 
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The following Committees will review potential program ideas with 
Staff persons. Chair persons will communicate program ideas to full 
Commission for review and direction.  
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Staff: Neil Linscheid 
Chair: Lucy Neishmen 
Erick Hedren 
Douglas Hamilton 
Bob Kangas 
Rosemary Franzen 
Brian Lehman 
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Staff: Chris Etzler 
Chair: Mark Blessing 
Mark Platta 
Paul Nieman 
Dave Shimmerhorn 
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Staff: Cheryal Hills 
Chair: Alan Perish 
Bill Bliss 
Judy Taves 
Luke Mitchell 
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Staff: Ann Hanson 
Chair:Jeanette Baymler 
Delina White 
Cathy VanRissenghem 
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Staff: Melissa Sarella/Cheryal 
Lee Hills 
Chair: Gene Young 
Committee comprised of the 
Board of Directors:  

Gene Young 
Jeanette Baymler  
Tom Wenzel 
Erick Hedren 
Lucy Nesheim 
Alan Perish 
William Kern 
Robert Becker




