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The Little Falls Safe Routes to School Plan is intended t
provide a framework on which to continue building a
community in which more students have the opportunity
to safely walk or bike to and from school.

By providing the opportunity for more students to walk
and bike to and from school, it is anticipated that this
planning effort will result in several benefits including
first and foremost a safer active transportation
environment, improved physical and mental health,
improved student concentration aml study skills, a
reduction in negative behavioral issues, as well &
iImprovements to the local sidewalk and trail networks.

This document is a continuation of the ongoing planning
process for Little Falls. It was formally adopted bythe
City of Little Falls in October of 2015 andboth the Little
Falls School Board and by the Mary of Lourdes Schoo
Board in November of 2015.

Little Falls has used this planning process as a
opportunity to evaluate and reinforce the existing
transportation policies and toevaluate previous planning
efforts in order to update and reinforce past decisions tha
remain relevant.

A major premise of this plan is to support other existing
local planning mechanisms and to lay out a logica
straightforward plan to successfully implement the
policies and projects identified herein.
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What is Safe Routes to School Planning?

Safe Routes to School (SRTS) programs are susteffats by parents, schools, community leaders and
local, state, and federal governments to improve the health ardbeird) of children by enabling and
encouraging thm to walk and bicycle to school when and where it is safe to do so.

What Does Saf&outes to School Planning Do?

SRTS programs examine conditions around schools and conduct projects and activities that work to
improve safety and accessibility, and reduce traffic and air pollution in the vicinity of schools. As a result,
these programs feemake bicycling and walking to school safer and more appealing transportation choices
thus encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle from an early age.

How Does Region Five Assist with Safe Routes to School Planning?

The Region Five Development Comsiin has successfully developed numerous Safe Routes to School
plansfor communities throughout the region. The Region Five Development Commission assists local units
of governments or schools in all aspects of Safe Routes to School planning includiogidg\aeplanning

team, facilitating public informational meetings, facilitating planning team work sessions, administering
both student and parent surveysnducting local walaudits, drafting the planning document and assisting

in the adoption process.
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