
Hackensack Comprehensive Plan Public Kickoff Meeting



Opening Remarks

Bill Kennedy  - Hackensack City Council 
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Region Five Development Commission Introduction

Cheryal Hills – R5DC Executive Director 
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Staff Introductions

• Tad Erickson – Senior Regional Planner

• Matt Kallroos – Regional Planner

• Erica Bjelland – Regional Planner
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How Does R5DC Assist in Comprehensive Planning?

https://youtu.be/OkbDYp_ezQ8

• Working with elected city officials, city staff and commissions to understand goals and outcomes 
• Conducting public workshops and planning meetings
• Developing a local planning task force 
• Facilitating the local planning task force meetings 
• Compiling and updating most current demographic data 
• Drafting comprehensive plan document 
• Launching public input and informational meetings to ensure an equitable process 
• Assisting elected officials and city staff regarding adoption and recording the final approved plan
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https://youtu.be/OkbDYp_ezQ8


Comprehensive Planning 101

• Comprehensive Planning is a process that determines community goals and aspirations in terms of 
community development.

• The outcome of comprehensive planning is the comprehensive plan which acts as a statement of 
what a community wants to become and is a collection of principles based on community defined 
vision. 

• Typically, a comprehensive plan will provide general policy guidelines regarding transportation, 
utilities, land use, recreation, economic development and housing priorities meant to be considered 
within a long term timeframe. 

• Therefore, comprehensive plans deal more with concepts patterns and visions than specific rules and 
ordinances. 
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Comprehensive Planning 101

• The elements of a comprehensive plan vary from community to community
• In most cases though, the plan consists of a study of existing conditions and a discussion of future 

trends, goals, and objectives.
• A comprehensive plan should be a vision of what a community is to be in the future
• All interest groups should play a part in outlining this vision. 
• Specific goals and objectives should be developed along with a time frame for implementation.

7



Hackensack Comprehensive Plan Background

 The City of Hackensack’s Comprehensive Plan was last updated in 2009

 The “shelf life” of a comprehensive plan is approximately 10-15 years

 The city has asked Region 5 Development Commission to facilitate this project

 The project is expected to take 12 – 18 months
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What is the Process? 9
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Hackensack Data 10

Source: http://www.city-data.com/

http://www.city-data.com/


Hackensack Data 11

Source: http://www.city-data.com/

http://www.city-data.com/


Hackensack Data 12

Source: http://www.city-data.com/

Located within a ten-mile radius of 127 lakes!

http://www.city-data.com/


MnDOT Update 13



Cass County Update 14



Interactive Group Discussion

Question #1) What do you love about Hackensack?

Questions #2) If you could make one change to Hackensack, what would you change?
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Closing Remarks

Jim Schneider – Hackensack City Council
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Questions?
THANK YOU

www.regionfive.org

Follow the Planning Process:

• Lucette’s Gazette 

• www.regionfive.org/hackensack

http://www.regionfive.org/hackensack
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